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Explanation of the poem, Foreign Lands by Sir, R.L. Stevenson 
 
 
The poet talks about the dreams of a boy and indirectly talks about the various stages of life. 
Everything is said with a doubt using the word “IF” 
 
In the First stanza, he says that if he could climb the tree then he would see the foreign lands. 
In this line, he talks the ambition of a child who wants to see foreign places.  After that, he 
climbs the tree and sees how the garden in the next door is decorated with beautiful flowers 
and how he could see far off places 
 
 II stage of his life he would have grown-up and had gone on long trips.  During this time he 
sees river and he personifies the river as “dimpling river” and also uses the river as a metaphor 
that is, it is the looking-glass for the sky.  This line explains the youthfulness and vigour of the 
poet.  He also sees various kinds of life by stating that he had seen “dusty roads” curving up 
and down and many people are walking with heavy sound because of the load they are 
carrying. 
 
III Stage of his life is stated that if he could climb a higher tree, he would have seen the 
matured river getting mingled with the mighty ocean where the ships are floating.  He would 
have seen the road leading to the fairy land where the children would have completed their 
dinner at five and would have played with the play things that had come alive. 
 
Last stanza explains the thought that every human being after becoming matured will again go 
into the period of childhood. 



 
Now, take a look at the video clipping given below 
 
https://youtu.be/7zCwipjXHmM 
 

1. Please read the chapter from your text book and the attached notes.  
2. KoThen work out the exercises neatly in your notebooks henceforth.  
3. Ensure neat and tidy work. 
4.  Do not write above the red line of the notebook pages.  
5. Use notebook with .......... pages and write with blue ink. 
6.  Make a contents page first with columns under the heads as given 

below:

 
Do exercise A  and B from page 42. 
Also write 5 lines on the poet. 
 

Other questions and answers for your knowledge:- 
(Don't copy these in your notebooks) 
 

https://youtu.be/7zCwipjXHmM


 
 

 
 



 


