
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS: IV 

 

Subject: Social Studies                                      Date: 20/05/2020 

Topic: Sources of Prehistory and History      Time: 30 Mins 

 

Worksheet No.:8 

 

 

[Copy the questions following the notes and solve them on a sheet of paper 
date wise. Keep the worksheets ready in a file to be submitted on the opening 
day.] 

 

LITERARY SOURCES 

Literary sources of history include all the Written records or works that 
provide information about the past. From these sources we come to know 
about the reign of different kings and queens, life in the royal courts, the lives 
led by ordinary people and their customs and beliefs, and about the trade and 
commerce of those times. Thus, written records are one of the most 
important sources of history. 

Manuscripts and Inscriptions 

Manuscripts and inscriptions are two of the earliest examples of written 
records. 



Manuscripts are hand-written documents. Before paper was invented, 
manuscripts were written on dried palm leaves, the bark of trees or on the 
dried skin of sheep and goats. Later, they came to be written on paper. 

Inscriptions are writings engraved on hard surfaces such as stones, copper 
sheets and cave walls. The study of inscriptions is known as epigraphy. 

Written records are of different kinds. 

1. Some written records are religious writings. The Puranas, Tripitakas and 
Angas are examples of religious literature of ancient India. 

2. The autobiographies and biographies of rulers and other historical 
figures are also important literary sources. An autobiography is the life-story 
of a person written by the person himself or herself. When the life-story of a 
person is written by someone else, it is called a biography. 

3. Written records can also include accounts of travellers. Many travellers 
from distant lands have visited India over the years, and left valuable 
accounts of their experiences in India. More than 2,000 years ago, 
Megasthenes, a Greek ambassador, visited India during the reign of the ruler 
Chandragupta Maurya. He wrote about India in his book Indica. Today, 
Indica is a valuable record of life in India under Mauryan rule. 

Faxian was a Chinese traveller who visited India almost 1800 years ago. 
The book he wrote gives a detailed description of the social and economic 
condition of India at that time. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

 

A.Name the following:- 

1. The study of inscriptions:----------. 

2. Hand-written documents:----------. 

3. An example of religious literature:---------. 

B. Write True/False and correct the false ones:- 

1. Manuscripts were written only on dried palm leaf before paper was 
invented. 

2. Inscriptions are important archaeological sources 

3. The account of Faxian is an example of religious literature. 



4. A historian relies only on literary sources to reconstruct the past. 

C. Answer the following:- 

1.What is the difference between manuscripts and inscriptions? 

 

 

 

 


