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[Copy the questions following the notes and solve them on a sheet of paper 
date wise. Keep the worksheets ready in a file to be submitted on the opening 
day.] 

 

Beginning from around 2.5 millions years ago, till about 6,000 years ago, 
human beings used tools made mostly out of stone. Hence, this period is 
known as the Stone Age. There is no written record of the stone age. So, 
historians and archaeologists rely on fossils and archaeological remains to 
collect information about this period. 

Depending on the kind of tools used ,the Stone Age is divided into four 
different phases. They are:- 

1. the Palaeolithic or the Old Stone Age 



2. the Mesolithic or the Middle Stone Age 

3. the Neolithic or the New Stone Age  

4. The Chalcolithic or the Copper Age 

The Palaeolithic Age or the Old Stone Age 

        The Palaeolithic Age was the earliest of the Stone Ages. In Greek “Palaeo” 
means “Old” and “lithos” means “Stone”. While the timing of the Old Stone 
Age varied from region to region, the Palaeolithic Age is generally believed to 
have lasted between 2.5 million years ago till about 10,000 BCE. Thus, the 
Palaeolithic Age was the longest phase of the Stone Age, extending for over 2 
million years. 

LIFESTYLE 

    The people of this age mainly hunted animals and gathered fruits ,roots, 
nuts and berries for food. Thus ,they were nomads. They moved from an area 
when:- 

1. natural disasters like earthquakes, floods or droughts changed the 
landscape 

2. Plants and animals in the area decreased as a result of continuous 
hunting and gathering 

3. The supply of water became inadequate. 

Humans of the Old Stone Age wore clothes made of barks and leaves of trees 
and the skin of animals to protect themselves from heat and cold. 

   TOOLS 

       In the Palaeolithic Age, people developed crude tools such as hand axes, 
choppers, scrapers and blades, made out of stone. These were used for 
hunting and cutting up hunted animals. Early humans also used bones and 
wooden sticks to make harpoons for fishing, needles for stitching and blades 
for cutting. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

A. Fill in the blanks:- 

1. The Stone Age started almost ----- years ago. 

2. The ----- Age is also known as the Old Stone Age. 



B.Choose the correct answer:- 

1. This is an invention of the Palaeolithic Age: 

a. Hand axe  b. axle  c. pottery  d. plough 

2.This is not a material used by early humans: 

a. Stone   b. bone   c. wood   d. plastic 

C.Answer the following:- 

1.What was the Stone age? Name the phases of the Stone Age. 

 

 

 


