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[Copy the questions following the notes and solve them on a sheet of paper 
date wise. Keep the worksheets ready in a file to be submitted on the opening 
day.] 

 

IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING SOURCES OF HISTORY 

Knowing our past is important for shaping our future. Therefore, sources like 
artefacts, monuments, inscriptions, manuscripts and other historical texts 
need to be preserved with utmost care for future use or reference. Most of 
them are part of our national heritage and help us define who we are. In India, 
the sources of history are protected in three ways:- 

1. Monuments, caves and inscriptions are protected by the Archaeological 
Survey of India. 



2. Artefacts like coins and seals are preserved in museums across the 
country. Every state in India has museums which collect and preserve 
valuable artefacts. 

3. Secular [non-religious] texts are preserved in the National Archive of 
India, and various state archives. 

Archaeologists and historians 

Both archaeologists and historians study the past, and yet, their jobs  are 
different. An archaeologist is a trained scholar who excavates and analyses 
the objects found there, in order to reconstruct history. Once the artefacts 
are excavated, archaeologists conduct scientific tests to determine how old 
they are. Archaeologists also study the materials used to make them, the 
kind of designs on them, and many other details, to understand the life led 
by people of those times. 

A historian, on the other hand, uses both archaeological and literary sources 
to reconstruct the past .This means that a historian does not always have to 
visit excavation sites. A historian studies historical texts preserved in archives 
and libraries, verifies the information and analyses them before 
reconstructing the past. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

Fill in the blanks:- 

1. Artefacts like ------ and ------ are preserved in museums across the 
country. 

2. Both ------- and ------ study the past, and yet, their jobs are different. 

Answer the following:- 

1. In what ways are sources of history preserved in India? 

2. Compare the job of an archaeologist with that of a historian. 

 

 

 


