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Worksheet 12

Copy the notes given below on a sheet of paper and keep them filed to be submitted on
the opening day.

Are you an animal lover? Do you have a pet? How does it behave when somebody
comes to your house? Does it behave alike with friends and strangers? This story is
about a pet dog, named Atilla, who behaves differently than other dogs.

This story is actually taken from a collection of short stories, Malgudi Days, written by
R. K. Narayan and published by Indian Thought Publications in India in the year 1943.



For someone, who spent his vacations in a village amongst trees, lush green paddy
fields, and domesticated animals, Malgudi Days can bring out those old memories
flooding back. Each story deals with common village folks and the issues they face in
their day-to-day life.

Out of the 30 odd stories, the story named Attila is, actually, about a dog that’s named
Attila, after the ferocious conqueror, Attila the Hun. But, in reality the dog happens to
be a very soft natured and a friendly animal that begins to play with a burglar out of
sheer boredom and in the confusion, the burglar tries to run away but he trips over the
playful dog and falls down and he is eventually captured and arrested along with the
loot, and the dog becomes a hero overnight!

Cross-curricular Connection

Attila, frequently called Attila the Hun, was the ruler of the Huns from 434 until his death in
March 453. He was also the leader of a tribal empire consisting of Huns, Ostrogoths,

and Alans among others, in Central and Eastern Europe.

Attila and his elder brother, Bleda, received instruction in archery, sword fighting and how to ride
and care for horses. They also spoke–and perhaps read–both Gothic and Latin, and learned

military and diplomatic tactics.

He was one of the most fearsome enemies, the Romans ever faced. Attila claimed the Romans had
violated the treaty and led a devastating series of attacks through Eastern Roman cities in 441 CE.



 STEP 1

 Let’s know about The Author and his Biography:

R. K. Narayan (1906–2001) was one of the best known and most esteemed Indians
writing in English. He was essentially a storyteller and he did not blaze new trails in
fiction writing, but he tried to convey a sense of the land and the people he knew so
well.

He was the first English writer to win the Sahitya Akademi Award. Narayan's simple,
unassuming narrative continues to strike a chord with literary enthusiasts. Mysore
nurtured Narayan’s fancy and imagination. It provided him ample material for his
fiction. He was instinctively resistant to the world of job and routine employment.

Among Narayan’s other landmark works are The Bachelor of Arts (1973), The Dark
Room (1938), The English Teacher (1945) and Waiting for the Mahatma (1955) and the
novella, Grandmother’s Tale (1992).

In 1941, he founded his own publishing house and his works quickly found place in the
bookshelves of Indian homes. At the peak of his fame, Narayan was awarded a Padma
Bhushan in 1964 and 36 years later, just a year before his death at 94, a Padma
Vibhushan in 2000.



 STEP 2

 Let’s read the story, Attila together:











 STEP 3

 Now, Copy The Meanings, provided along with the text as well as The
Author and his Biography on a sheet of paper.

 Make your presentation neat.


