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 [Copy the questions and solve them on a sheet of paper date wise. Keep the 
worksheets ready in a file to be submitted on the opening day.]

Answer the questions briefly:
a)What is the condition of the caged bird?
b) What does the caged bird sing?
c)Why do you think the poet has drawn a contrast between the caged bird and 
a free bird?
d) Why does the poet repeat the second stanza of the poem?
e) What is the significance of the poem?

Answers 'b'and 'c'

b)The caged bird represents the" Blacks" or the "African-Americans" who were 
in miserable condition crouched under  the domination of the white race. Just 
as the African Americans were subjugated to torture and torment, so was the 
caged bird. His wings were clipped, feet tied and his movement was restricted 
to the confinement of a narrow cage. Thus he could rebel against and express 
his longing for freedom with a "fearful trill" of things unknown. However it was
not a joyful tune but a helpless, traumatizing and a desperate cry  for freedom.

c) The poet has drawn a contrast between the caged and the free bird to 
express her own views on freedom and liberty enjoyed by the "Whites' on one 
side and isolation, alienation and hatred against the "Blacks' on the other. 
Maya Angelou who was an acclaimed African- American, Pulitzer prize 
nominated poet, has openly discussed about the discrimination suffered and 
endured by the Blacks in the hands of oppressive Whites. The caged bird is 
found stalking down his narrow cage where his freedom is curtailed but the 
free bird enjoys liberty and is free from shackles or convention Thus the free 
bird is symbolic of the white race where as the caged bird is symbolic of the 
miserable African Americans


