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Worksheet 11

Given below are some Questions along with the Answers of the poem, The Vagabond by Robert 
Louis Stevenson, which we have already learnt in the previous worksheet (  Worksheet 2  ). Copy  

the

Answers on a sheet of paper and keep them filed to be submitted on the opening day.
Remember to copy the Questions. Make your presentation neat.

 Answer these questions.

1. What does the speaker want from life? What are the things he feels he can live without?

 The speaker is searching for the joys of the life. The vagabond is interested in a life of unlimited
travel and happiness in any weather or in the face of any calamity. All he wishes for is a place in
heaven and the road below him that he must tread on.

He feels he can live without wealth, love, hope as well as friends or human associations.

2. Why have the lines been repeated in the second and fourth stanza?

 The poet has repeated the lines in the second and fourth stanza in order to stress on what he loves
and desires. The world is big enough for his home. He does not desire the materialism of this world
nor a friend to share such worldly fortune. All he wishes for is a place in heaven and the road below
him that he must tread on.

3. Describe the fields during the cold weather.

 The fields appear ‘white as meal’ in cold weather.



4. Is the speaker worried about death? Explain.

 No, the speaker is not worried or bothered about death because he says that it may strike him sooner 
or later, but till the time he is alive, he wants the heaven above and the road to tread on below him.

5. Seasons have a great significance in literature. Autumn and winter, here, stand for old age and death 
respectively. Why has the speaker made this analogy?

 Autumn is the season before winter and nature readies itself for a long rest and winter is the season
in  which  everything  becomes  still.  Growth  is  slower  in  these  seasons.  These  seasons  can  be
symbolically  compared  to  a  person’s  life  when  one  is  on  the  threshold  of  old  age  and  death
respectively.


